SCHWEITZER
NEWS
STORIES
& MORE

VOLUME 1

FA L L 2 0 2 2

WHAT’S
Inside
1&2
Introduction
Fall Sermon Series: Revelation
Bible Studies & Classes

3&4
Serving Our Community/
Flourish Food Pantry & Ministry
Why Groups: Finding Your People

5&6
Schweiter Kids & Route 56

7&8
Schweitzer Students

9&10
Fall Women’s Retreat
GriefShare & Healing Prayer

11&12
A Year of Second Season & More

13&14
Ways to Connect
Schweitzer Spark Volume 1: August 2022
Editor: Jenn Brown
Graphic Designer: Sydney Schildknecht
Associate Editor: Taylor Likes
Cover Photo: Special thanks to the Leininger
family and Schweitzer Student Ministry

Thanks to many proofreaders, contributing
writers, and photographers.

SCHWEITZER
After weeks of discussion, debate, surveys and dialog, one last suggestion
to the list of possible names for this publication emerged as “the one.”
You are reading the first issue of The Schweitzer Spark.
Yes, there is an element of what some might call “cheese” with this title,
but at its core, this name reflects the heart and hope behind it.
And what exactly is this, one might ask?
It is to have a church publication that is not simply a list of all the things
to do, but one that encourages each reader to take a next step.
When I first saw the name scribbled on a staff meeting notepad by
Jason, I admit I dismissed it, but the word sparkled in my mind echoing
many hours later. The thought turned into a melody, and I found myself
singing a song from my childhood called, “Pass It On.”
This song, written in 1969 for a youth musical, contains these opening lyrics:

It only takes a spark
To get a fire going
And soon all those around
Can warm up in its glowing
That’s how it is with God’s love
Once you’ve experienced it
You spread His love to ev’ryone
You want to pass it on
We hope this publication sparks something new in your life or helps
grow that flame for God in your heart even more. We desire the content
to be both encouraging and helpful as you invite and share
God’s love with our community, family, and friends .
Fall is a great time to step deeper into connection – this could be in a
new Bible study, group, special event, or by simply gathering around a
bonfire with new friends in your cozy sweater or boots.
It’s fall ya’ll – let’s go!

Jenn Brown
Communications Director
jbrown@schweitzer.church

FALL SERMON SERIES
Starting September 11, we’ll begin a new series of the most
interesting book of the Bible: Revelation. This book has it
all: the mark of the beast, the seven-headed dragon, the
abyss, and the new heaven and the new earth. But what do
you do with all that?

intended: as a letter to seven churches. This book was
written to real people in a real place with real questions and
struggles. What did Revelation mean to these first-century
believers and what does that say to us today?
When we look at Revelation through the eyes of these early
believers, we see this book is less about doomand-gloom and much more about hope
and encouragement.

Growing up in church,
Revelation made me afraid.
Many people look at this last book
of the Bible in the same way: fear.
We read about tribulations, wars,
famines, and all kinds of destruction.
But is that really what this book
is about?

Revelation is a good news
message about God’s intention
for his people.
You won’t want to miss this series.

We will spend seven weeks exploring
Revelation as it was originally

– Pastor Spencer Smith

short-term classes and experiences

DIVING DEEPER INTO GOD’S WORD
When Pastor Jim headed off to “mostly retire” in spring, we knew
in the midst of boating, spending time with Roxanne and playing
pickleball that he was also working to recruit a team of teachers who
are passionate about the Bible, to help launch several new short-term
Bible classes.

Throughout the fall, we will offer several short-term classes with the
first group of four studies beginning the week of September 12 and
a second set in mid October. The first set classes are listed to the left.
We know life can get busy. We’re asking you to pick one way you can
The Book of James
grow in your faith outside a Sunday morning experience.
Sunday Evenings: 5 pm, beginning Sept. 11
Teacher: Mark Mildren
“I believe that to grow in your
Questions God Asks Us
Tuesday Evenings: 6:30 to 8 pm, beginning Sept. 13
Teacher: Jim Mason
Seamless: Understanding the Bible as One Complete Story
Wednesday Mornings: 9:30 -11, beginning Sept. 14
Teacher: Marcia Mahnken
International Friends
Wednesday Evenings: 6:30 to 8 pm, beginning Sept. 14
Teacher: Len Bartlotti

relationship with God you
should be both in worship and
in community with others - it’s
easy to fall into a rhythm that
is less than what God has for
us. Each study provides a safe
place for you to learn and
grow in your faith.”
– Pastor Jim Mason

Learn more about each class and sign up at
schweitzer.church/classes
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STAND • HEAL • INVEST

One way we care for our community
is by supporting Flourish CDC - a
non-profit organization Schweitzer
launched at the beginning of 2021.
Flourish continues to expand its
mission and outreach in Springfield.
Through programs such as: Jobs for Life
(job training), Coach House ministry
(transitional housing for women), and
Faith and Finances classes, Flourish is
transforming lives each week. This fall,
Flourish will continue to develop a
presence on the northwest side of
town by deepening relationships with
residents, community leaders, schools,
and businesses.

bill. Someone might be struggling with
a decision about work or a medical
situation,” shared Freddie Lane, Food
Pantry manager, adding, “We recently
had a lady say to us, ‘I really appreciate
what you do. You don’t look down on
me.’ Those words meant a lot to our
team. We want to be a place that treats
people with respect, always.” Each week,
Flourish volunteers pray with guests.
Freddie shared that sometimes people
come back just for prayer.

challenge for the Pantry,” shared Wayne
Thompson, Executive Director.
“We appreciate your help in keeping
key items in stock. Please consider
donating and adding basic items to your
shopping list. You can drop off food
donations at the Schweitzer office
or Food Pantry anytime.

The Food Pantry is
open to guests
Tuesday &
During July 2022, 314 households and Wednesdays
654 guests were provided with food from 9 am
and 1,480 diapers were given. The food to 2 pm.
pantry at Schweitzer is a great place to
Here on Schweitzer’s campus, the get involved with serving. Currently,
Flourish Food Pantry is returning to nearly 30 people serve in the Food
a crisis-pantry model. In this method, Pantry on a regular basis. Another way
Learn more about
caring volunteers begin a conversation you can help us is by shopping.
Flourish’s ministries at
with guests by asking, “What is your
flourishcdc.org
or contact
“The rising cost of food and
current crisis?”
Executive Director
inconsistent availability of
Wayne Thompson at
food
items
“Sometimes a crisis means choosing some
wayne@flourishcdc.org.
between having food or paying a utility continues to be a
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WHY SMALL

GROUPS?
S?
FiNDiNG YOUR
PEOPLE FOR
LiFE!

Not many years ago,

I know that they will
lift me up when I’m at a
low point, call me out when
I need to be challenged, and
encourage me to grow both in my
faith and as a person.
Even now, when our life circumstances
have changed and the four of us live in
four different states across 2,100 miles,
we still find time to talk and support
each other. It is because of this strong
bond that I believe so strongly in the
importance of finding a group to call
our own.

I had a lot of acquaintances,
but hardly any who were truly
close to me. I floated between
different groups of people, enjoying
myself and satiating my extroverted
nature, but never truly investing much
into close friendships. This was fine for
a while, but I eventually found that I
could be surrounded by people and still
feel deeply lonely. Sure, I knew a lot of
people, but I had not allowed myself
to truly be known.
At one of my lowest points, I finally
realized that I was not meant to go
through life alone, pushing through
obstacles all by myself through sheer
force of will. I needed a community of
people who understood me, challenged
me, and supported me.

Everyone needs a tribe – people
who know us well and help us reach
our fullest potential. After all, even
Jesus made sure his twelve disciples
were by his side when he went to
fulfill his calling.
In today’s world, it is easier than
ever to find ourselves isolated, alone,
and as a result missing out on the
gift of community that God has
invited us to. This is why,
at Schweitzer, we are so
passionate about being
Community
Focused.

We want everyone to find a place
where they fit in alongside people
who know them well and care
about them.
A great first step is to visit the
Schweitzer’s Groups page online at
schweitzer.church/groups. Here you
will find a list of open groups using
the Find a Group button.
We have a variety of small groups,
large groups, short-term classes, and
ongoing classes that meet each week.
We have groups for all ages and stages
of life.
If you have more questions, reach out!
I’d love to meet you and help you find
your tribe! Find me on Sunday, call the
office at 417-881-6800 or email me at
cory@schweitzer.church.
I look forward to hearing from you!

– Cory Luczywo,
Director of Connections
(pictured left below)

By the grace of God, I found a group of
men who became that support system,
and we have remained close to this day.
This group has been essential in getting
me to where I am today. We’ve seen
each other in our best moments and
our worst moments. I trust them more
than anyone besides my wife, because
4

wednesday
night kids

Wednesday Nights | 6:30 to 8:15
pm
Sept 7 through Dec 14 (off Nov 23
)

This fall, we are kicking back up Wednesday Nights Kids!
We’re so excited to have opportunities for kids of all ages from babies
through 12th grade (with Students Ministry also meeting).
So . . . What Is Wednesday Night Kids?
This is a fun, engaging way for kids to learn about Jesus and be in
community with each other. It’s open to ages two through 4th grade,
with childcare available for kids two and under. We’ll have an engaging
Bible lesson, crafts and games, plus kids will learn what it means
to serve others through a collaboration with Schweitzer outreach
ministries. Dinner will not be served, but snacks will be provided.
We look forward to seeing your family each Wednesday this fall!
Learn more at schweitzer.church/kids

Route 56 is back . . .
Route 56 is an amazing transitional ministry for 5th and
6th graders. This fall, we’ll meet each Wednesday from
6:30 to 8:15 pm upstairs in the main building. This
unique ministry between Kids and Student Ministry is
a place where young teens can find
and follow Jesus. Students have
time at the beginning of each
night to hang out and
get to know one another.
This is followed
with games and
a Bible lesson.
The evening
finishes with
small group
discussions
5

where we dig deeper and practice discipleship. Since
Route 56 started, our students have been asking
about more serving opportunities! So, this year, we’re
excited to add an element of missions to our ministry.
Watching the first group of students grow in their
faith and into a relationship with Jesus is nothing
short of amazing! During the summer, I accompanied
a few former 5th and 6th graders to the Middle
School CIY camp experience. Here, I witnessed God
move in their lives in many ways. One student shared
with our team that she prays her extended family
would one day find and know Jesus. It’s powerful
when a kid is praying for the adults in their life! This
same girl will be serving as a volunteer on the Kids’
team this fall.

fun
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about the kids team
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We both have Taylor in our name
We both swam in a lake, this
summer, for the first time EVER
We’ve been to the Atlanta
Aquarium together.
We are both afraid of snakes
We both enjoy a good nap

Kids' M

Ways We

Are differ

ent

Stiffany eats bread with gluten
Taylor eats gluten-free
Stiffany grew up in North Carolina
Taylor grew up in Texas
Stiffany has long dark hair
Taylor has short light hair
Stiffany has one dog
Taylor has two dogs
Stiffany’s been on staff more than a year
Taylor has been on staff less than a year

with a bigger mission!
I am in awe of what God is doing throughout
the ministries at Schweitzer Church. I am so
excited to see what this new season will bring
and how families will be impacted through
this ministry.
– Stiffany Taylor
Director of Kids’ Ministry
staylor@schweitzer.church
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STUDENT
MINISTRY
This year has been one of rebirth for
Student Ministry. Director of Student
Ministry, Levi Zen, hit the ground
running with the exciting task of
transforming the Outreach Center
into a new Student Center, making it a
place that our students could call their
own. In no time at all, the stage had a
fresh look, Wednesday night worship
had a new feel, and the former van
bays became a cozy hangout spot for
the students, featuring couches, tables
and chairs, video games, board games,
puzzles, soda, and snacks.

all-inclusive food, lodging, recreational
activities,
inspirational
speakers,
worship, and more. The students who
attended were blown away by the
experience and can’t wait to go back
next summer.

In July, a group of students attended
a week of Camp Barnabas, a unique
ministry providing a Christian camp
experience to individuals with special
needs and chronic illnesses and their
families. Schweitzer Students served as
Missionaries and Barnstormers. Senior
Grace Keech described her role as a
With no desire to lose momentum, the missionary in this way, “My mission
students powered through the summer was to be best buddies with my camper
with some thrilling new experiences. for a week. We basically did everything
In June, some high schoolers attended together. It’s a really great way to serve.”
Christ In Youth’s (CIY) MOVE
Conference and the middle schoolers Sophomore Gareth Tsubira, who served
attended MIX Conference. MOVE and as a Barnstormer, one of the people
MIX are week-long events designed to who kept the camp in tip-top-shape by
amplify Christ’s call on students’ lives serving food and cleaning up, said of his
to become Kingdom Workers, featuring experience, “You get to see God work

in people’s lives and it’s a life-changing
experience. I would recommend it
for anyone.”
It really was an incredible summer.
Outside camps, we also had students on
campus most Tuesdays this summer for
lunch club. Gearing up for the fall and
the arrival of new 7th graders, several
students worked together to design and
build a whole new set for the Student
Center stage. Inspired by what they had
seen at CIY, students worked together
to redesign the stage with wooden
hexagons and string art. The entire
project was student led and designed
(with some help from Schweitzer Staff).
With souls refreshed, space renovated,
and hearts ready, the students of
Schweitzer Church are sure to have
an exciting fall semester. In addition
to regular Wednesday Night Worship
and Sunday Morning Class, Levi has a
number of opportunities up his sleeve.
Learn more about upcoming events and
see pictures or videos on the student
page: schweitzer.church/students.
– Taylor Likes, Technical Director

EVENTS COMING UP THIS FALL
CONFIRMATION
CLASS

Sept 7

7

Oct 26

BONFIRE &
CORNMAZE

CHRISTMAS

Nov 16

HALLOWEEN

THANKSGIVING

PARTY

POTLUCK

PARTY
Dec 21

We‘re having a blast in the
Schweitzer Student Ministry.
We are building so many
new relationships with each
other and God through all of
the different things we have
going on. It has been great to
hear and see the students
growing in their faith and
wrestling with scripture.

It has also been so
much fun to see
the students
play and eat
together
while
building
strong
relationships
with each other.

I’m excited to
continue to walk
alongside these
amazing
students as
they grow in
their faith.
We have many
opportunities

coming up this fall and we’re
always looking for more
adult volunteers to join us –
it’s a lot of fun! Follow us on
social media for the latest.
– Levi Zen
Director of Student Ministry
lzen@schweitzer.church
@schweitzerstudents
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mininstry

One night last September, one of my dearest friends, Miriam, sent me a screenshot of
the Women’s
Retreat that was coming up and asked, “Are you going to this?” I had attended Schweitzer in the past. I use the
term “attended” loosely because at that point it had been over ten years since my family and I attended church
regularly. Prior to this, we had been in worship ministry for over 20 years, but that and the cares of this life took
its toll, and rather than lean into God and His people – we pulled away. We were starving for fellowship with
believers. Sitting in bed that night, I signed up then and there.
The retreat was filled with plenty of activities: great food, ice-breakers,
worship, games, even a craft. All this was wonderful, but the aspect of the
retreat that impacted me most was the women who spoke. The theme of
the retreat was “Let it Be” based on scripture in Luke when the angel tells
Mary she will be the mother of Jesus. I can only imagine how
terrified she must have been, yet in Luke 1:38, Mary trusts the angel
is relaying God’s truth to her and replies, “I am the Lord’s servant . . .
May your word to me be fulfilled.”
As each woman shared her story of how God had fulfilled His truth in
their lives, I recognized how unique God has created each of us – not
one of us walks the same journey – each step is orchestrated to meet our
individual needs and draw us closer to Him and to one another.
When the retreat ended, I knew Schweitzer was my church. If you are
new to Schweitzer or just struggling to feel connected, please consider
attending our retreat this fall. He knows what we need even when we
don’t know how to ask. Over the months, the connections I made that
weekend have grown into beautiful friendships I wouldn’t have otherwise.
– Lisa Lewellen
S
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When someone dies, oftentimes people say,
“Sorry for your loss.” As the receiver of these
words, we typically respond with, “Thank you,” but
step away wondering if we feel better or not. Yes, it
is nice that our heartache is acknowledged, but the
grief feels much deeper than losing something. It’s
not like we lost our favorite sunglasses in the lake,
or misplaced our keys. . . No, this loss represents
someone we care deeply for who is no longer present
in our life. It’s a deep cut that alters how we operate
in life. As we grieve, we struggle with how to relate
to other people, how to tackle guilt, and how to
keep moving forward to what’s next. These are all
topics covered as part of the GriefShare ministry at
Schweitzer.
For 12 weeks, from September 11 through
November 13, you’ll find a group of people who are

with you as you grieve the death of a family member
or friend. Through a video-based teaching and guide
book you’ll find resources and encouragement from
other people who have experienced deep loss. We meet
each Sunday afternoon at 2:30 pm. We encourage you to
attend all the weeks for the best experience, but you are
welcome to join at any point.
– Jenn Brown, GriefShare Leader

Learn more at schweitzer.church/griefshare

Healing Prayer Training & Service

We believe in the power of prayer and want to
continue to foster it. With that, we are excited
to invite both our church and community to a
special opportunity this fall focused on Spiritfilled healing and intercessory prayer.

The training will be led by a team of spiritual
leaders from the Christian Healing Institute
from The Falls Church Anglican. During this
interactive training, we’ll engage in worship
and explore the topics of healing (both physical
and inner), the Holy Spirit, forgiveness and
more. This is an opportunity for anyone to
deepen their understanding of prayer, and also
is a valuable resource for individuals serving
in a medical field, hospice care, Christian
non-profit, or as a spiritual leader in our
community. Find details and register to attend
this event online at schweitzer.church/prayer

Schweitzer will host a two-day Healing Prayer
training seminar, October 21 from 1 to 5 pm
and October 22 from 8 am to 3:30 pm.

Following the training, a Healing Prayer Service
will be held on Oct. 22 at 5:30 pm. Everyone is
invited to this special night of prayer and worship.

Prayer is literally built into the core of our
church – from the prayers written on the
back of the wood planks in the Sanctuary and
Student Center, to the handwritten prayers
placed in boxes and in these same walls, to the
team of prayer warriors who spend time each
week praying for people on the prayer list.
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one year of

SECOND SEASON

When the Second Season ministry launched in the fall of 2021 as a ministry for people 55 and up, we had no idea how it

would take shape. But for the past year, this ministry has offered monthly opportunities allowing people to connect and engage
in new ways. The first Thursday of each month, we host a lunch-time gathering, which features local guest speakers and activities
surrounding three pillars: Meaning-Filled Service, Fun & Fellowship, and Mind, Body & Soul. A team of volunteers organizes
speakers, decor, music and a bit of extra for each time. On average 90 people from Schweitzer and the community attend and
anyone is welcome. Here are a few highlights we discovered when we asked, “What do you enjoy about Second Season?”
Bob Lunn: Food, Fun & Fellowship!
Breaking bread with old and new friends
provides fun and fellowship, which is
so important as we get older. Food-forThought keeps the mind young and alive.
Favorite program?
The Give5 presentation from the United
Way inspired me and other folks to enroll
in a class focused on the broad array of
local needs and volunteer opportunities.
Ed Goeke: It’s a great way to get to know
people better who are at a similar stage of
life. Serving on the Second Season team
allows me to use my gifts, get to know
people and have fun doing it.
11

Becky Galloway:
This ministry has added fun and
friendship to my life. Meeting different
people, then seeing them in church with
Debbie Murray: The social aspect is a smile and welcoming them as a friend
my favorite. It creates an opportunity is wonderful.
to invite non-Schweitzer friends to an
enriching activity that brings them to our Favorite program?
campus in a casual but meaningful way. I loved hearing the history and heart
of Mexican Villa. Learning more about
members of Schweitzer gives a knowledge
Favorite program?
1) Mexican Villa, shared by the owner, of family in our church. The food was
Gavin Ferguson. I loved learning how amazing too!!
their business helps struggling people.
2) Wellness & Nutrition discussion. Learn more about this ministry
We can all use reminders of ways to stay and sign up for our next gathering at
schweitzer.church/second-season
healthy in our “second season.”

Ed’s Favorite moment?
Singing the “YMCA” together during
the Health & Wellness program.

– Interview by LaDonna Greiner

Upcoming
Events
September 1
The Kitchen
October 1
Nick Russo
restaurant owner
November 11&12
Friday Night
Boomer Bash 2.0
Saturday Seminar
with Clayton Smith
December 8
Christmas Party
January 5
Starting the Year
with a Grateful Soul
LaDonna Greiner
February 2
The Victim Center

INSERT BOOMER
BASH 2.0 AD HERE

March 2
Creative Living
11:30am in the Student Center
Cost: $10 (scholarships available)
secondseason@schweitzer.church
12

SCHWEITZER CHURCH
calender of activities and events
ON-GOING GROUPS & CLASSES
Sunday morning Classes & Bible Studies (various times)
Learn more at schweitzer.church/groups
GriefShare
Sundays: 2:30 to 4:30 pm in Memorial Hall
Read more on page 10

Young Adults

Short-Term Bible Classes
Sundays: 5 pm | Tuesdays: 6:30 pm | Wednesday: 9:30 am & 6:30 pm
Read more about these on page 2
Young Adults Group
Tuesdays: 7 pm | Student Center (for people ages 18-35ish)
Second Season Gatherings
First Thursday of each month | 11:30 am in the Student Center

MEN’S OPPORTUNITIES
(for Guys of all ages) Learn more at schweitzer.church/men
Saturday, September 10
Gatherin’ & Service Project

Guys Gatherin’

Saturday, October 8 at 8 am
Breakfast & Gatherin’
Saturday, November 6
Gatherin’ & Outing

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES
Senior Saints Choir
Tuesdays rehearsals at 1 pm (small choir that sings in the community)*
Joy Pickers
Tuesday rehearsals for experienced acoustic/string musicians
*Contact Cheryll Moll for details at cmoll@schweitzer.church

Music
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Traditional Choir Rehearsal
Wednesdays: 6:30 pm in Memorial Hall
Modern Worship Rehearsal
Thursdays nights (contact Doug King at dking@schweitzer.church)

KIDS & FAMILIES
Wednesday Night Kids, Route 56
Wednesdays: 6:30 to 8:15 pm (Main Building, Entrance B)
Student Ministry (ages 7-12th)
Wednesdays: 6:30 to 8:15 pm in the Student Center
Family Drive-In Movie Night
Friday, September 30 at 7 pm
Schweitzer Kids Fall Festival
Saturday, October 29 in the Schweitzer Gym

ACTIVITY GROUPS
Experienced Pickleball
Mondays: 6:30 to 8 pm in the Schweitzer Gym
Competitive Group 3.0 and up
Casual Pickleball
Wednesdays: 6:30 to 8 pm in the Schweitzer Gym
Relaxed Group 3.0 and under (new players welcome)

CHURCHWIDE FALL EVENTS
Women’s Hometown Retreat
September 30 & October 1

Pickleball

All In: Get to Know Schweitzer Lunch
Sunday, October 9
Night of Worship
Sunday, October 16
(with modern worship band)
Healing Prayer Training & Service
October 21 & 22
Flourish Food Drive
October 23 through November 6

All-in

Get Connected by Serving
There are many ways you can make a difference by serving whether it’s helping in kids ministry,
by being a mentor for a Flourish class or program, or by serving on the tech or worship team.
Find a complete list of ways to serve at Schweitzer at schweitzer.church/serve
14

PHOTO CHALLENGE!
As you gather with your friends or
small group this fall, snap a photo
and send it to us! Your group might
even win a fun surprise (e.g. ice
cream or pizza on us). Upload your
group photo by scanning this QR
code or by emailing it to
cory@schweitzer.church.

2747 E Sunshine St. Springfield, MO 65804
www.schweitzer.church
(417) 881-6800

