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Our second issue of the Schweitzer Spark is all about 
Christmas and the Advent season. 

 
Inside, you’ll find ways to stay connected all season long 

including a devotional for each week of Advent (beginning 
Sunday, November 27). Each devotional has a unique voice 

from five different writers within the Schweitzer community. 
We encourage you to read a devotional each week, including 
a Christmas Day one, with your family. For bonus, follow up 

with daily Bible readings throughout the season. 

Our creative team has had a blast this season imagining and 
designing the series graphics, including handrawn lanterns, 
creative backgrounds, and much more that you’ll experience 

on upcoming Sundays and on Christmas Eve. 

We invite you to share this publication with friends and 
family, and invite them to celebrate the season with us  

in many different ways!  
 

Merry Christmas from the Schweitzer Creative Team,  
Staff & Friends 

 
 
 

Jenn Brown 
Communications Director
jbrown@schweitzer.church
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Christmas At Schweitzer
Christmas is a special time here at Schweitzer! It’s the time where we pull out all the lights, trees, candles,  
and joyous music that we’ve waited all year long to sing. 

This year is no different and we are excited to usher in this season. New this year, we’ve added lights to the outside 
of the building and will be leaning into the theme of Prepare the Way as part of the Advent Teaching series, 
which begins November 27 and continues through Christmas Eve. 

The Schweitzer Choir along with guest musicians will lead us for worship services on Sunday, December 18 as 
they present the Christmas Cantata (read more about the inspiration behind the Cantata on page 12). 

For Christmas Eve, we will host candlelight services at 3, 5 and 7 pm. Services will feature traditional  
Christmas music along with a creative presentation leading to that special candlelight “Silent Night” moment. 
Services are fitting for all ages; a nursery will be available for kids 2 and under at 3 and 5 pm, if needed. 

All guests will receive a special gift. Plus, we’ll have hot chocolate and cider in 
the Lounge (along Hallway B, near Kids Check In), and a photo booth with 
photographers ready to capture your beautiful Christmas smiles.

On Christmas Day, we will have an online-only service that you can 
enjoy with friends and family wherever you are. 

We can’t wait to celebrate the season with you! Find out even more at 
schweitzer.church/christmas

Key Dates: 

Christmas Cantata

Sunday, Dec. 18  •  9 am & 10:30 am

In-Person and Live Streamed

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services

Saturday, Dec. 24  • 3, 5 & 7 pm

Christmas Day 

Online Only • 9 am & 10:30 am (live chat) 

YouTube Anytime: youtube.com/schweitzerchurch

P.S. You can expect to see many lanterns around 
Schweitzer this season!
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Before Jesus, there was John the Baptist. He had a very strange ministry out in the country calling 
people to repentance and baptism. People said all kinds of strange things about him: he ate locusts 
and wild honey and wore clothes made of camel hair. There’s no question about it, he was a strange 
guy. Yet, God used him to prepare the way for Jesus. 

John’s message was pretty simple: “Get ready because the Lord is coming.” 
This is still the message of Advent. We take these four weeks to get ready. 

Throughout Advent, we will learn from John the Baptist, the trailblazer who prepared the  
way for Jesus. I hope you’ll join us in worship each week at 9 or 10:30 am, and especially on  
Christmas Eve, as we prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus, not just as a baby, but as the  
King who is coming to make everything new. In the next few pages, you’ll also find weekly Advent 
devotionals by writers who are part of the Schweitzer community. I encourage you to discuss these 
with your family, friends, or small group.

The Advent season, including our Christmas Cantata and Christmas Eve services, is one of the best 
times to invite new people to church. In our sermon series, Prepare the Way, we will talk about 
being ready for Jesus. A key point of this series is that everyone is invited to come and experience 

the goodness of God found in Jesus Christ.

 I can’t wait to share this season with you. 
 
 
  
       Spencer Smith, Lead Pastor

Prepare the Way 
an invitation to Advent 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service  
has been completed, that her sin has been paid for,  

that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.

A voice of one calling:
“In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord;

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
 

Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low;
the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.

 And the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
    and all people will see it together.

For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

Isaiah 40:1-5
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Hope Has Come 
Written By Joshua Rowlett

Many months ago, I had a rather unexpected conversation with my father. We were on the way to work at a 
festival, whereupon arrival we’d sell handcrafted sodas - or so we thought. The back and forth had covered  
many topics, but as we pulled onto the property I punctuated the air with one final point: “I have a sneaky 
suspicion that God will be even more gracious than we can imagine.”
 
Exiting the cab, the crisp air caught in our chest and kept us quiet as we proceeded to set up the makeshift  
soda saloon. Soon, it was apparent the expected turnout had been exaggerated. Out of work, though, didn’t 
mean we were out of words.
 
“You know,” my dad said slowly and not without sadness, “I worry that when I stand before God he’ll say: 
 ‘You remember that one thing you never told anyone about? That’s what’s keeping you out.’”  
 
Not all that long ago, I thought something similar. I no longer did. 
 
“Dad, that’s because you have a theology based on fear.” 
 
He heard me, but he was not reassured by me. Too many years believing a certain way tends to do that to a 
person. Instead, he remained scared for his soul; and this despite being a believer. It was then that my hands 
moved deliberately but without my direction. My father was as surprised as I was to find them moving toward 
and coming to rest on his shoulders. Similarly, I spoke without first thinking of what to say. 
 
“God is not out to get you. That is not the way of Jesus.” 
 
At this, a memory moved in my father’s mind. It crossed his lips where just moments before a smile had  
crested. “When you were speaking earlier, that’s what I heard. I heard ‘God is not out to get you,’ and that’s  
what you just said.” He needed no more convincing.
 
No matter if or how long we have believed, we all need such reassurance, such HOPE. God is not out to get us. 
Rather, “comfort, comfort my people,” says [our] God” (Is. 40:1). The good news is that comfort has come in  
the person of Jesus. Emmanuel – God with us – is all the more convincing we need.   
 

 
Daily Readings:

1 Peter 1:3
Romans 5:5

Colossians 1:27
Micah 7:7

Hebrews 10:23
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The Peaceful Path
Written By Robert C asady

Sloppy agapē (sacrificial love) characterizes incidents when in the name of love, and hoping to keep the 
peace, we refuse to address seemingly impenetrable issues, bad choices, and/or volitional sins. But any 
peace we may experience in such circumstances is artificial and never lasts. Some Old Testament prophets 
would give a false sense of security, promising peace when there was only trouble ahead. Not Isaiah! His 
recount of witnessing an enthroned Holy God leading to his confession of dwelling with people of unclean 
lips is spellbinding (See Isaiah 6:1-7). Yet, just as the prophet confronted people with the truth of their sins, 
he now in Isaiah 40:2, speaks these words of comfort: 

 “Speak kindly to Jerusalem; and call out to her, that her warfare has ended,
 that her guilt has been removed, that she has received of the Lord’s hand, 
 double for all her sins.” 

Between the words “speak kindly to Jerusalem” and “her guilt has been removed” is the sobering 
acknowledgment that sinful choices and actions have consequences. While I am not suggesting that all 
hardship is due to our sins, I am saying some troubles are a direct result of them. Peace can only come to us 
when we are honest about such failures and missteps. It is in those, “uh oh” moments, we can confess our 
sins, and make mid-course corrections. When we do, we are given a deep inner peace that the world cannot 
give and cannot take away (John 16:33). Rather than paying double for our sins, we can turn to the one who 
has canceled the debt of our sins (Colossians 2:15). 

Advent invites us to take inventory of our lives and consider if there are any harmful ways in us  
(Psalm 139: 23-24). When we redirect our lives, we will be given, “a-ha” moments of profound wisdom 
and experience the peace of God even in chaotic times. We are placed on a peaceful path where our daily 
companion is the Prince of Peace. 

One final thought: The scriptures frequently speak of the peace of God. It’s the peace that comes from being 
in a relationship with the ultimate peacemaker. It’s what the angels sang about at the arrival of Jesus.  
May we join them in triumphant song this Advent, this Christmas! 

Daily Readings:
Isaiah 6:1-7 
Psalm 139 

John 16:23-33 
Ephesians 2:8-22 
Philippians 4:4-9
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Clear the Way for Joy!
Written By Lisa Lewellen

In Isaiah 40:3 we read: “A voice of one who cries: Prepare in the wilderness the way of the Lord [clear away the 
obstacles]; make straight and smooth in the desert a highway for our God!” (AMP)

I love the Amplified version for this verse because we are reminded to clear away the obstacles. We were  
created for joy, and our heavenly Father made the path to true joy simple in the gift of His son, Jesus,  
but we make it difficult in seeking out joy in our own way. 

Culture tells us joy is circumstantial and easy to attain; all we have to do is get the right stuff, secure the right 
position, or find the right person. This idea equates joy with a feeling of fleeting happiness. Unfortunately, joy 
perceived this way only leads to disappointment. 

Even as followers of Christ, we are not immune to this worldview of acquiring joy. We may try to fill our need 
for joy by serving the church or other people. It feels good to do good things – and certainly we should be doing 
these things – but joy goes far beyond a feeling.

James 1:2 teaches us to, “Count it all joy.” But how do we accomplish this if we are experiencing financial  
difficulties, or we’re in the middle of a divorce? What if we’ve recently lost a loved one? Counting it ALL joy can 
seem an insurmountable task, especially at Christmas time. 

In one of his many letters to his parishioners John Newton, the author of our beloved hymn, “Amazing Grace,” 
poses the question, “What is fullness of joy but peace?” He conveys as Christians that our hope is not in our  
feelings of joy in Christ but on Christ Himself. What does that mean? It means true joy – perfect, peace-giving 
joy – is only found in the all-sufficiency of Christ. It is in accepting and living in His grace, which reaches far 
beyond our circumstances and feelings.

May you find and know this perfect peace giving joy this Christmas and always.

Daily Readings:

Philippians 4:7
John 15:11

Psalm 63:1-5
Isaiah 55:12

Matthew 2:9-11
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Love & Preparation 
Written By Marilyn Quigley

How would the following explanation be accepted at your gift opening? “Oops, I forgot a gift for 
you.” No need to answer! Preparation obviously is key for a joyful Christmas.  
 
At Schweitzer, the team is busy praying, rehearsing, creating, writing, studying, and organizing.  
At home you may be making lists, shopping, wrapping, cooking, decorating, mailing, and cleaning. 
Why all this frenetic seasonal getting ready? To show love and share joy with those dear to us.

 
Advanced planning precedes every state visit of a sovereign, prime minister, president or chancellor. 
Whether or not the individual deserves love and respect, the office itself demands meticulous 
readiness. We see preparation as key in Isaiah 40:3-4:  
 
“Make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every 

mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.”  
 
Having lived in the rugged emotional valley of captivity seventy years, God’s chosen people, Israel, 
needed to prepare and be prepared for their return home. Though God’s love was unconditional,  
He had not prevented repercussions from their sin of idol worship. More than eight centuries later, 
God would send John to cry, “Prepare the way of the Lord. Make straight paths for Him.”  
The method of preparation John preached was repentance of sin, with baptism.
 
Why discuss the “downer” of sin in this season of love, peace, and joy? Because the baby Jesus who 
arrived that first Christmas died for our sins about 33 years later. Only as we repent of sin, which 
always makes desert areas in our hearts, will genuine peace and joy come. Love and preparation fit 
hand in glove, especially as we celebrate the Son of the King of the Universe, who came in human 
form that angel-filled night. 

Prayer: Loving Father, prepare my heart this Advent season by revealing and removing any  
pockets of wilderness. Lift the emotional valleys and lower the seemingly impassable mountains. 
Smooth out the rugged, rough areas that might prevent your embedding unconditional love  
inside the soil of my heart.

   
        Daily Readings:
  1 John 4:7-8
  Corinthians: Chapter 13
  Romans 5:5-6
  1 Thessalonians 3:11-12
  Ephesians 5:1
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The Greatest GiFt
Christmas Day Devotional - Written By Jason Leininger

Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
and all people will see it together.

he Lord has spoken!
– Isaiah 40:5

 
 
When I was a young teen I was introduced to O. Henry’s short story, “The Gift of the Magi.”  
The story centers around a young couple, short on money, seeking to find the perfect gift for their 
beloved new spouse. In a turn of profound irony, the gifts they each acquire for the other cannot be 
employed. Instead, the young couple discovers their real gift to one another was deep admiration, 
sacrificial love, and joy in the glory of their beloved. 
 
O. Henry’s tale is full of revelation, glory, and love. It reveals a gift that manufactured goods, 
exhilarating experiences, or bright lights vainly seek to express. In self-sacrifice, tenderness, and 
laying down one’s treasures, the lovers gloried in their beloved. 
 
In Isaiah’s text God makes a promise of a new day when comfort and healing will meet the wounds 
of the people, sins will be forgiven, a new day of respect and renown will appear. Isaiah’s listeners 
cannot fathom what he sees. They see the circumstances of the moment: trouble, degradation, 
emptiness, and more. But the Lord makes a promise, the Lord himself will take action – he will  
clear the road, fill in the valleys, and level the mountains. The Lord himself will come among his 
people through sacrifice, tenderness, and laying down his own treasures, for the sake of his beloved. 
For your sake and mine.
 
In the face of the infant Jesus, Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, and others saw God’s glory and 
love revealed. We can behold his glory and love when we see Jesus’ light expressed in gifts of deep 
admiration, and sacrificial love. We can behold this glory as Christ himself meets us on our roads, 
when we hear his promises anew, and we worship in His love for us and the world. 
 

May your day be Merry because of the abiding admiration and love of Christ!
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STIFFANY’S CHRISTMAS COOKIESSTIFFANY’S CHRISTMAS COOKIES

Around Christmas time, I love to bake all kinds of cookies for my family 
and neighbors. There is something so comforting and familiar about a 
simple chocolate chip cookie fresh from the oven. This is the recipe I use. 
I hope this is something you can make as a family.
 
Ingredients:

12oz Semi Sweet Chocolate Chips

12oz Semi Sweet Chocolate Chunks 

4 stick butter at room temperature

1 ¾ cups sugar

2 cups brown sugar

4 eggs

3 c. cake flour

3 c. flour

1 tbsp baking powder

1 tbsp baking soda

1 tbsp salt

1 tbsp vanilla extract

 

Instructions:
1.  Mix together butter, sugar, brown sugar, eggs and vanilla.
2.  Add dry in dry ingredients one at a time making sure to mix well. 
3.  Mix in chocolate chips and chunks
4.  Cover mixing bowl and put dough in the fridge for at least 24 hours 
      (no more than 72 hours).
5.  When you are ready to bake, preheat oven to 350° and line baking trays 
      with parchment paper. 
6.   Scoop out cookie dough into 2-inch balls and bake for 18-20 minutes 
       or until golden brown. 

7.   Cool cookies on baking racks. Enjoy & Share them!

COOKIE CODECOOKIE CODE
Match the letters with the Christmas cookies to decipher the code!

CHRISTMAS COOKIES
PUZZLES & ACTIVITIES
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TAYLOR’S FAVORITE TAYLOR’S FAVORITE 
CHRISTMAS TRADITIONCHRISTMAS TRADITION

One of my family’s Christmas traditions is getting 
matching Christmas pajamas and driving around looking 
at Christmas lights. Pictured is my sister and I! We would 
always get hot drinks to sip on and play our favorite 
Christmas songs in the car. It has always been my favorite 
Christmas tradition and now Levi and I do this too.

CHRISTMAS

HOLLY

ORNAMENT

MISTLETOE

GREEN

RED

SILVER

BELLS

JINGLE

HOHOHO

STAR

SANTA

HOLIDAY

STOCKING 

JOY 

MERRY 

CARD 

PRESENT 

BOW 

SNOWFLAKE 

TREE 

GINGERBREAD 

WREATH 

SNOWMAN 

CANDLE  

KID

COOKIE SEARCHCOOKIE SEARCH 
 
ind all the hidden Christmas words in the word search. Words can be forwards, 
backward, diagonal or upside down! 
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A Journey of Hope 
A spotlight on the ministries of Flourish
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Life transformation doesn’t happen overnight. Instead, it is a journey of moments that are both challenging 
and beautiful. This year, Schweitzer has had an opportunity to witness incredible transformation in the lives 
of people engaged with the ministries of Flourish.

This not-for-profit ministry that launched from Schweitzer’s outreach programs in 2021 continues to reach  
into the heart of the community, providing hope and healing.
 
Through programs including Jobs for Life, the Coach House ministry, 
and the Food Pantry, Flourish connects individuals to the message of 
God’s love. Flourish differs from many organizations in that it comes 
alongside an individual to develop a personal relationship with them. 
Staff, mentors, and caring volunteers spend time with each person to 
understand their needs, challenges, and life goals.

This is especially true for women living in a Flourish Coach House. 
Here, women find a place to call home and discover a pathway to hope, 
health, and self-sufficiency. Nikki is one of these ladies. After months 
of dedication, she will graduate the program in December with a sense 
of stability that has not always been easy to find.
 
“My life last year was chaotic; I had just lost my job and was struggling with substance abuse. I was unstable. 
As part of Coach House for the past seven months, I have found a sense of independence that comes with 
guidance and understanding.” Nikki shared.

This Christmas season, Nikki is also preparing for a special blessing as she is pregnant and due in  
December with a baby boy. As she prepares for more changes, she says she is embracing a future that is  
filled with HOPE.

This is just one of many stories of transformation happening because of the ministries of Flourish and is  
why we continue to support this ministry as a church.

Throughout the Christmas season, you’ll hear more from participants and volunteers. If you are able,  
we encourage you to financially support Flourish this Christmas season.

Additionally, all of Schweitzer’s Christmas Eve offering will go to support  
the ministries of Flourish as they continue to serve the Springfield  
community in 2023.

Learn more: 
flourishcdc.org

the heart behind this year’s Cantata



Love Descending A Journey of Hope 

Sunday, December 18, at 9 and 10:30 am, the Schweitzer Choir, along with several guest instrumentalists, will 
share the story of Christmas through song and narration (aka, a cantata).

Cheryll Moll, Director of the Schweitzer Choir (and Traditional Worship) who began preparing and selecting 
music in June shared that it never feels too early to think about Christmas. 

“I love Christmas music, for me it brings true meaning to the season,” Cheryll said, adding that each year she 
looks for a way to share the Christmas story in a fresh way. This year is no different. 

The 2022 theme, Love Descending, flips the script in a unique way thanks to the creative work of writer Marilyn 
Quigley who developed narration and script.

“Often when telling the Christmas story we join the shepherd’s perspective and look up at the angels or around at 
the people. I thought it would be interesting to reverse the viewpoint by joining the angels in looking down. To 
experience what it looked like for love to come down in the form of a baby,” Marilyn shared.  
 
“From beyond the vastness of space, down through the galaxies and constellations to not just earth, but to a 
specific place in a specific time . . . to the manager scene.”

This unique perspective will perfectly enhance the musical harmonies audiences will enjoy the Sunday before 
Christmas and the final week of Advent. This is a perfect day to invite someone to hear the message of  
God’s love through song.  
 
The cantata will be shared in person and live-streamed at schweitzer.live. 

Marilyn and her husband, Ed, joined Schweitzer as members in October. 
Marilyn has written several books and Ed has been an artist for more than 
40 years. We are thrilled to have this creative couple as part of our church 

and excited to see what might be next!

12flourishcdc.org

the heart behind this year’s Cantata



C alendar
of activities and events

Advent Study:
The Greatest Gift
Led by Marcia Mahnken

Sundays at 5 pm
Nov. 20 - Dec. 18

Wednesdays at 9:30 am
Nov. 22 & 30 - Dec. 21

Ladies Victorian
Christmas Tea

Saturday, Dec. 3
at 10:30 am

Family Christmas 
Movie Night

Friday, Dec. 16
at 6:30 pm

Second Season 
Christmas Party

Thursday, Dec. 1 
at 11:30 am

Student Ministry
Christmas Party

Wednesday, Dec. 14
at 6:30 pm
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Schweitzer Church Services

Sunday, Dec. 25
Online Only at 9 & 10:30 am

Sunday, Jan. 1
Combined In-Person at 10 am
Online at 9 & 10:30 am

Second Season Lunch
Starting the Year
with a Grateful Soul

Thursday, Jan. 5
at 11:30 am

Wednesday Nights
Students & Kids

Begins Jan. 11
at 6:30 pm

Christmas Break

Schweitzer Offices Closed
Dec. 26 - Jan. 1

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!
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Food Pantry Friends
Route 56

Merry 
C hristmas

101 Small Group

C hoir

110 Small Group

202 Small Group

Hand Bells

C asual Pickleball

Schweitzer Kids

Schweitzer Students

schweitzer.church


